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Local Schools Receive School Milk Cooler Grant
Boise, Idaho  -  Kids love cold milk. What better way to help schools give children what they want than to provide coolers that are convenient for schools and are designed to keep the wholesome and nutritious milk kids enjoy cold and refreshing. United Dairymen of Idaho (UDI), on behalf of Idaho’s dairy farm families, has placed 90 milk coolers in Idaho schools this year through the Milk Cooler Grant program. (editor’s note: see the last page of the press release for a list of Idaho schools receiving milk coolers in 2006). 
Funding for the program was increased following a survey, which found more than 44% of Idaho schools do not have a milk cooler. In 2006, milk cooler grants totaled approximately $174,000. Since 2004, UDI has provided grants for 315 coolers to Idaho schools. 
According to Carrie Albers, RD, LD and Child Nutrition Director for the Idaho Dairy Council, “It is alarming that so many schools do not have proper refrigeration for their milk. As beverage competition increases it is important than milk be offered at its best, and that means cold.”  

Milk coolers promote better preservation, and better milk taste. Temperature control is essential, even one degree can affect product quality. The shelf life of milk decreases rapidly at temperatures higher than 40(F. “It’s nice not to wonder if your milk will be ruined the next day,” says Barbara Carlson, Food Service manager at Ucon Elementary in Idaho Falls, “The cooler is wonderful and it’s great to have enough space for all of the milk.” 
– more –
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“Children in Idaho are not drinking enough milk,” Albers continued, “When sodas and fruit drinks replace milk, it is hard for children to get the key nutrients they need for growth and development.”  

Eating calcium-rich dairy foods such as milk, cheese and yogurt during childhood and adolescence will help build strong bones and reduce the risk of fractures and osteoporosis later in life, according to a report released by the American Academy of Pediatrics (AAP).1 The report stresses the importance of parental role modeling, physical activity and calls for pediatricians to regularly check whether their patients are getting enough calcium.   

The report comes at a critical time, with USDA data indicating that 7 out of 10 teen boys and 9 out of 10 teen girls are not getting the calcium they need.2,3  Calcium is important for the development of peak bone mass. 

Idaho Dairy Council continues to work with school foodservice to increase milk consumption through proper refrigeration, cafeteria promotions, and nutrition education. Contact Deana Sessions at the Idaho Dairy Council (208) 327-7050 or the UDI web site: www.udidaho.org for more information on the Milk Cooler Grant program.  
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Idaho Dairy Council is a non profit nutrition education organization providing science-based materials to health professionals, schools and consumers throughout the state of Idaho.  

Idaho Schools receiving milk coolers in 2006 with funding provided by United Dairymen of Idaho: 
2006 Milk cooler grant recipients are (85 schools for a total of 90 milk coolers)
1. Albion Elementary-Albion, ID

2. Sandcreek Middle School(2)-Ammon, ID
3. North Gem School Dist-Bancroft

4. Blackfoot HS-Blackfoot

5. Riverside Elem-Blackfoot

6. Ridgecrest Elem-Blackfoot

7. Snake River Elem-Blackfoot

8. Hillside Jr High-Boise

9. Capitol HS

10. Fairmont Jr High-Boise

11. Cole Elem(2)-Boise

12. Garfield Elem(2)-Boise

13. Declo Elem—Burley

14. Declo Jr. High

15. Declo HS

16. Dworshak Elem-Burley

17. Burley HS

18. Whitepine Elem-Burley

19. Jefferson Middle School-Caldwell

20. Winton Elem-CDA

21. Prairie Elem-Cottonwood

22. Prairie MS

23. Highland School Dist(2)-Craigmont

24. Lindy Ross Elem-Dubois

25. Camas County School Dist-Fairfield

26. Filer HS-Filer

27. Filer Elem

28. Fruitland MS

29. Fruitland Elem & HS

30. Wood River MS-Hailey

31. AH Bush Elem, Idaho Falls
32. Clair E Gale Jr High, Idaho Falls
33. Eagle Rock Jr High, Idaho Falls
34. Idaho Falls HS, Idaho Falls
35. Longfellow Elem, Idaho Falls
36. Skyline HS, Idaho Falls

37. Bonneville HS, Idaho Falls
38. Ucon Elem, Idaho Falls
39. Rimrock Elem, Idaho Falls
40. Woodland Hills Elem, Idaho Falls
41. Iona Elem-Iona, Idaho Falls
42. Swan Valley Elem- Irwin

43. Central Elem-Jerome

44. Horizon Elem-Jerome

45. Jefferson Elem-Jerome

46. Jerome MS

47. Jerome HS

48. Kendrick School Dist-Kendrick
49. Falcon Ridge Charter School-Kuna
50. Raft River School Dist-Malta

51. Frontier Elem-Meridian

52. Meridian MS-Meridian

53. Georgetown Elem-Montpelier

54. Columbia HS-Nampa

55. Central Elem-Nampa

56. Sherman elem-Nampa

57. Zion Lutheran School-Nampa

58. New Plymouth elem

59. New Plymouth HS

60. Oakley Elem-Oakley

61. Payette Head Start

62. Grace Lutheran, Pocatello
63. Chubbuck Elem, Pocatello
64. Claude Wilcox Elem, Pocatello
65. Green Acres Elem, Pocatello
66. Indian Hills Elem, Pocatello
67. Jefferson Elem, Pocatello
68. Lewis & Clark Elem, Pocatello
69. Washington Elem, Pocatello
70. Preston HS(2)-Preston
71. Oakwood Elem-Preston

72. Garwood Elem, Rathdrum
73. Betty Keifer Elem, Rathdrum
74. Lakeland Jr High, Rathdrum
75. Lakeland HS, Rathdrum
76. Richfield School Dist-Richfield

77. Jefferson Alt HS-Rigby
78. Riggins Elem-Riggins

79. Salmon river HS-Riggins

80. Shone School Dist-Shoshone

81. Tigret MS-Soda Spring

82. Central Elem-Sugar City

83. Sugar City HS

84. Kershaw Intermediate-Sugar City

85. St. Edwards Catholic School-Twin Falls
