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Dairy Industry Awards “Friend of the Industry” 


Boise, ID - United Dairymen of Idaho presented Leon Leavitt with the 2007 “Friend of the Industry” Award at the UDI annual meeting, which was recently held in Boise. Idaho’s dairy farm families are proud to recognize Leavitt’s commitment to Idaho agriculture. 

Leon was born in Cedar City, Utah. The following year the family moved to an 80-acre farm on the bench known as Owyhee Heights, two miles west of Homedale, Idaho. His first association with dairying began as a child feeding baby calves. As his older brothers left home, he became increasingly more involved in the dairy portion of the farm and at age 12 he was charged with milking the 20 cows in their four-stall non-insulated flat barn, which had wooden floors. 


He went on to Ricks College, followed by an LDS Church mission, and completed his B.S. degree in Dairy Science at Utah State University. He was hired as a fieldman for Pet Milk Company, Richmond, Utah and later in the summer of 1966, he married Jane Cannon, from Shelley, Idaho. Two years later, Leavitt accepted a job as Head Fieldman for Carnation de Mexico, S.A., a division of General Milk Company. Leon and his family moved to Durango, Mexico.   


After returning to the states, Leavitt invested in additional cows for the dairy of his brother-in-law, Alan Cannon of Shelley, ID.  Leavitt worked as herd man. During this time, the herd grew from 80 cows to 300 and through this expansion phase he was given an opportunity to own his own business as a Delaval equipment dealer in Idaho’s Magic Valley. Leavitt later accepted a job as a route salesman covering central and western Idaho for Carnation Genetics, Inc and the family made the moved to Jerome, where they built the family home and where they continue to live today.  


In 1987, through Northwest Labs Inc., Leavitt began publishing Progressive Dairyman and later Progressive Hay Grower and in the last two years, Ag Nutrient Management and El Lechero. All Progressive Dairy Publications are nationwide. 

Leavitt and his wife, Jane, have six children and 19 grand-children.    
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United Dairymen of Idaho (UDI) is the local planning and management organization responsible for increasing demand for U.S. produced dairy products on behalf of Idaho’s dairy farm families.







FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE





Contact:


Cheri Storey


Communications Coordinator


(208) 327-7050


cstorey@udidaho.org


Contact:


Cheri Storey


Communications Coordinator


(208) 327-7050


cstorey@udidaho.org











